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Commander may authorize a draw-
bridge to operate under an advance no-
tice for opening. The drawbridge ten-
der, after receiving the advance notice, 
must open the drawbridge at the re-
quested time and allow for a reasonable 
delay in arrival of the vessel giving the 
advance notice. 

(b) If the request is approved, a de-
scription of the advanced notice for the 
drawbridge will be added to subpart B 
of this part. 

[USCG–2001–10881, 71 FR 70309, Dec. 4, 2006] 

§ 117.41 Maintaining drawbridges in 
the fully open position. 

(a) Drawbridges permanently main-
tained in the fully open to navigation 
position may discontinue drawtender 
service as long as the drawbridge re-
mains fully open to navigation. The 
drawbridge must remain in the fully 
open position until drawtender service 
is restored. 

(b) If a drawbridge is normally main-
tained in the fully open to navigation 
position, but closes to navigation for 
the passage of pedestrian, vehicular, 
rail, or other traffic, the drawbridge 
must be tended unless: 

(1) Special operating requirements 
are established in subpart B of this 
part for that drawbridge; or 

(2) The drawbridge is remotely oper-
ated or automated. 

[USCG–2001–10881, 71 FR 70309, Dec. 4, 2006] 

§ 117.42 Remotely operated and auto-
mated drawbridges. 

(a) Upon written request by the 
owner of a drawbridge, the District 
Commander may authorize a draw-
bridge to operate under an automated 
system or from a remote location. 

(b) If the request is approved, a de-
scription of the full operation of the re-
motely operated or automated draw-
bridge will be added to subpart B of 
this part. 

[USCG–2001–10881, 71 FR 70309, Dec. 4, 2006] 

§ 117.47 Clearance gauges. 
(a) Clearance gauges are required for 

drawbridges across navigable waters of 
the United States discharging into the 
Atlantic Ocean south of Delaware Bay 
(including the Lewes and Rehoboth 
Canal, DE) or into the Gulf of Mexico 

(including coastal waterways contig-
uous thereto and tributaries to such 
waterways and the Lower Atchafalaya 
River, LA), except the Mississippi 
River and its tributaries and outlets, 

(b) Except for provisions in this part 
which specify otherwise for particular 
drawbridges, clearance gauges shall be 
designed, installed, and maintained ac-
cording to the provisions of § 118.160 of 
this chapter. 

NOTE: Clearance gauge requirements, if 
any, for drawbridges other than those re-
ferred to in this section are listed in Subpart 
B under the appropriate bridge. 

[CGD 82–025, 49 FR 17452, Apr. 24, 1984, as 
amended by CGD 84–022, 51 FR 16308, May 2, 
1986; CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33664, June 28, 1996] 

§ 117.49 Process of violations. 

(a) Complaints of alleged violations 
under this part are submitted to the 
District Commander of the Coast 
Guard District in which the drawbridge 
is located. 

(b) Penalties for violations under this 
part are assessed and collected under 
Subpart 1.07 of Part 1 of this chapter. 

Subpart B—Specific Requirements 

§ 117.51 General. 

The drawbridges in this subpart are 
listed by the state in which they are lo-
cated and by the waterway they cross. 
Waterways are arranged alphabetically 
by state. The drawbridges listed under 
a waterway are generally arranged in 
order from the mouth of the waterway 
moving upstream. The drawbridges on 
the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway 
are listed from north to south and on 
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway from 
east to west. 

[USCG–2001–10881, 71 FR 70309, Dec. 4, 2006] 

§ 117.55 Posting of requirements. 

(a) The owner of each drawbridge 
under this subpart, other than remov-
able span bridges, must ensure that a 
sign summarizing the requirements in 
this subpart applicable to the draw-
bridge is posted both upstream and 
downstream of the drawbridge. The re-
quirements to be posted need not in-
clude those in Subpart A or §§ 117.51 
through 117.59 of this part. 
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